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Abstract
Countless young Christians have been gifted by God with creativity and talents in the arts.
Many of these young people are not welcome to use their gifts in a local church setting due to
tradition, misguided rules, faulty theology or fear. Artists in Christian Expression is a young
adult ministry model that seeks to give these artists a Christian outlet and forum to explore their
gifts in a safe environment and to have the opportunity to share their artwork with the broader
community.

Introduction
“God the artist created something out of
nothing. He composed the symphony others
merely echo, painted the masterpiece others
reflect, wrote the story others try to tell… They all
started in his imagination—an imagination that
has inspired our own.” (Bruner, 2001, p. 49)
“Where would the church be without art?
How could faith be expressed without song,
poetry, or image? Christianity’s central
message comes through a story, and within
that story are more stories… But even though
the Christian community needs artists, the two
worlds of church and art find themselves
mutually wary, sometimes even hostile, often
with little understanding or appreciation of one
another. The church worries that art will go
‘too far’ and draw attention to itself rather than
lead the faithful to God. The artists fear that
the church will direct or limit their imagination

and judge, censor, or abuse their creativity. In
this situation, both sides forget that creation is
essentially a divine action, and that life itself
began with art.” (Jensen, 2004, p. ix)

Rationale
Many young adults are gifted in the arts
and are not welcome to use their gifts in the
church setting. Drama, dance, visual arts,
some poetry, some styles of music, and
certain musical instruments are considered
inappropriate for worship or are even
considered irreverent – regardless of the
artist’s intent and heart.
Michelle Bergmann, associate editor of
Insight magazine, contends that God
embedded creativity in us when He designed
us” (Insight, March 24, 2007, 3). As Steve
Turner stated in his book, Imagine: A Vision
for Christians in the Arts:
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“Creativity is part of [our] inherited image
because God is a designer and maker. Our
desire to create, our ability to make concepts
tangible and our pleasure in making are all
reflections of God’s original ‘let there be’ and ‘it
was good.’ This means that creativity is not
merely permissible, it is essential. It is what
God wants. To express ourselves in art is to
experience more fully the richness of being
human…. During the naming of the animals we
are told that God was interested ‘to see what
[Adam] would name them’ (Genesis 2:19)
indicating that God derived pleasure from
Adam’s creative acts.” (Turner, 2001, p. 66)
The Bible relates numerous examples of
humans engaging in creative expression. For
example, Miriam leads the Israelite women in
dancing, singing and playing tambourines
(Ex. 15:20-21). Bezalel is filled “with the
Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge
in all kinds of crafts—to make artistic designs
for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and
set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in
all kinds of craftsmanship” (Ex. 31:3-5). We
find that Jubal is “the father of all who play
the harp and flute” (Gen. 4:21). King David
himself “danced before the Lord with all his
might” when the ark was brought back to
Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:14). And where
would we be without the poetry of the Psalms
and Song of Songs and the stories of Jesus?
These are but a few examples of artistic
expression in the Bible. It is clear to me that
God does not frown upon sincere, gifted
artists glorifying His name.
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Forums and share their art and ideas with us.
With many believers at the forefront, there is a
movement of art to reclaim truth and beauty.
Visually sophisticated, with intellectual depth,
we are seeing a renewal of art that espouses
hope, healing, redemption and homecoming.
These artists are re-enchanting (singing into)
our cultural void. For artists who embody truth
and grace, our culture and our future is within
reach. Inspired by the Spirit of the Artist, all is
possible.” (Kullberg, 2006, pp. 178-9)
Artists in Christian Expression intends to
provide a forum, community, and network for
Christian artists who “embody truth and
grace,” who are inspired by “the Spirit of the
Artist,” and who wish to “espouse hope,
healing, redemption and homecoming.” Here
they will find a Christian outlet for their talents
in a safe, nurturing environment.

Target Audience
Christian young adults are not very
different from other young adults when it
comes to certain characteristics. Most young
adults are quite idealistic and tend to see the
possibilities the world can hold for them:

Additionally, Kelly Kullberg discovered an
important role of art in her Veritas Forums:

Portico Research Group… observed that
“21-25-year-olds are busy creating a culture of
possibility. These young people see every
aspect of life as an open opportunity for selfexpression and self-fulfillment. Approaching
work, fun, friendships, art, music, home
decorating and world travel with almost equal
levels of enthusiasm and determination, they
place their personal stamp upon every endeavor
– and expect to learn and grow through each
one.” (Cunningham, 2006, p. 42)

“Art is critically important because the
artist translates ideas into cultural influence,
and ideas have consequences. Whether false
or true, abstract ideas become tangible
through story, image and sound, through
emotion and impression. Musicians, dancers,
designers, actors and filmmakers join Veritas

As stated above, this idealism spills over
into their creative self-expression, and when
they value Christianity, it is only natural to
want to share a Christian version of this
creative expression. If they are not welcomed
to share within the local church setting, they
will likely look for another place that has
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similar ideals and welcomes them;
“Twentysomethings are lovers of community”
(Cunningham, 2006, p. 47).
But artists can be likened to certain people
groups who just don’t fit the standard
Adventist mold. This is especially true in light
of the fact that a significant number of artists
are homosexual and are in just as much need
of Christian community as their heterosexual
counterparts.
When flawed humans dictate who
belongs, inevitably some people or people
groups—who don’t meet certain
predetermined criteria—get lesser welcome
into Christian community. As a result, they are
pushed to the outskirts of mainstream
Christianity or may never choose to explore
our local congregations at all. This is a
source of disillusionment for many.
(Cunningham, 2006, p. 58)
Artists in Christian Expression hopes to
reach these people—those who have felt less
than welcomed; those who have been pushed
out of, or to the fringes of, the church; those
who have something to share but need a
community in which to share it. Barna
(2005) described spiritual mini-movements
that operate outside the local church, one of
which is the Christian creative arts guild.

The Model
As with any successful ministry, a
leadership team of like-minded individuals
should be created to carry out all the different
aspects of the ministry. This group will not
only lead out in the planning and logistics,
but also be the review board for the artwork.
There should be at least a monthly
gathering of artists recruited from throughout
the surrounding community. At the meetings,
leaders should take turns preparing a time of
worship, which sets the tone for the whole
program. It can’t be stressed too much that
this community is meant to glorify God, not

self, and worship is vital to that end. The
gatherings are also the avenue for discipling
the young adult artists, with older or more
experienced artists mentoring younger and
less experienced artists.
After worship, the group can plan quarterly
or semi-annual arts shows that showcase
specific genres of arts. For example, the
quarters could be broken out in the following
way: 1) music and poetry/storytelling; 2)
visual arts, including painting, drawing,
sculpture, graphic design, photography,
stained glass, woodworking, knitting, etc.; 3)
music and Christian comedy; 4) drama and
other performance art. This is merely
suggestive. Depending on how many people
become involved with the ministry and the
talents they bring to the table, there may be a
show that encompasses all.
It should be recognized that artists can
push the envelope when it comes to freedom
of expression. Two key Scripture verses
should be the mantra of the ministry: “So
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God. Do not cause
anyone to stumble” (1 Corinthians 10:3132); and “Whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy – think about
such things” (Philippians 4:8).
In order to preserve a godly atmosphere at
the shows, there will be a review board made
up of the leadership team. This board will be
responsible for ensuring that the work
presented is not offensive or ungodly and
artists abide by the standards of the Adventist
Church. There should be a contract that artists
have to sign that states they agree to the
terms of engagement.
The surrounding community will be invited
to these shows. This is an opportunity for
outreach—to reach a segment of the
population who would not go to an Adventist
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church. The shows should be promoted
through the local paper and posters hung in
the community and any free methods of
promotion that can be located. Freewill
offerings can be encouraged at the shows in
order to recoup expenses.
The venue(s) of the shows will be
instrumental to their success. It is highly likely
that a venue outside of the church or Adventist
school would be more successful with both
disillusioned artists and the local community.
On show days where performing arts are
featured, a schedule must be made to
determine the order of presenters and whether
an intermission will be required. It would be
wise to have a run-through before the doors
open to ensure smooth transitions and to
check sound levels. Sound equipment and
lighting, if needed, should be of high quality
and operated by an experienced technician.
On show days where visual arts are
featured, a gallery setting should be evoked in
the venue. Items should be elegantly and
properly displayed. Flat, solid surfaces are
needed and it’s possible that easels will need
to be borrowed or purchased.
All show days should have refreshments
available for the guests. Handouts on ACE,
and perhaps Adventist beliefs, should be
handy. Include a time for meeting with the
artists and mingling, perhaps at the end of the
shows. Teams of volunteers will be needed for
set-up, clean-up, and refreshments, which
may either be purchased or made by the
volunteers.
A high-quality program should be created
and printed for guests listing the artists and
the name of their work of art. If a venue or
equipment is donated, the donors should also
be acknowledged in the program.
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If possible, one show a year could benefit
a specified charity. This would require more
planning, time, and effort, but would certainly
be worthwhile.
Another aspect of the monthly meetings is
to allow for open discussion among the
artists. Here they will have an opportunity to
talk about their triumphs and trials, their work,
and Christian art around the world. They can
share ideas and network with each other.
They will also be encouraged to use their
talents in service throughout the community.
For example, visual artists could volunteer
their time at nursing homes providing
experiential activities for the residents or in
schools without arts programs.
In addition to the monthly gatherings,
there would be an online forum for the group.
In this forum, artists could further create
community by posting questions, photos of
themselves and their artwork, and
performance dates. ACE leaders will need to
operate the site or frequently monitor it in
order to ensure appropriateness.

Conclusion
Artists in Christian Expression is designed
to serve artists, including disillusioned ones,
by creating or expanding Christian community
when it is not readily found within the local
church setting. It also intends to provide a
Christian presence in the surrounding
community. With these two aspects working
hand in hand, ACE can be a vehicle that
displays love for one another, love of God
through artistic expression, and love of God
for each individual.

Recalibrate: Models of Successful Youth and Young Adult Ministry

99

Artists in Christian Expression (ACE)

References
Barna, G. (September11, 2006). Most
twentysomethings put Christianity on the
shelf following spiritually active teen
years. The Barna Report [Online],
Available:
http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Pag
e=BarnaUpadate&BarnaUpdateID=245
Barna, G. (2005). Revolution. Ventura, CA:
Regal Books.
Bergmann, M. (March 24, 2007). Editorial.
Insight Magazine, 38(12), p. 3.
Bruner, K. (2001). The divined drama:
Discovering your part in God’s story.
Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.
Eusden, J.D. and Westerhoff III, J.H. (1998).
Sensing beauty: Aesthetics, the human
spirit, and the church. Cleveland, OH:
United Church Press.
Jensen, R.M. (2004). The substance of
things seen: Art, faith, and the Christian
community. Grand Rapids, MI: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company.
Knight, G. (January15, 2001). “If I were the
devil”. Adventist Review, 178(1), 8-15.
Kullberg, K. (2006). Finding God beyond
Harvard: The quest for veritas. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
Paulien, J. (February, 2006). “God’s mighty
acts in a changing world: Part 1 of 2”.
Ministry, 78(2), 10-12.
Paulien, J. (April, 2006). “God’s mighty acts
in a changing world: Part 2 of 2”.
Ministry, 78(4), 1315.
Turner, S. (2001) Imagine: A vision for
Christians in the arts. Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press.
Webber, R.E. (2004). Worship is a verb:
Celebrating God’s mighty deeds of
salvation. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson
Publishers.
100

